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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



APPLICANT. DESMOND J. LA TOUCHE 

SERIAL NO.: 10/684,765 

FILED: OCTOBER 14, 2003 



FOR: 



MODULAR SPIN FISHING 
SYSTEM 



ART UNI T: 3644 

EXAMINER: 
T. NGUYEN 

CONFIRMATION NO.: 3350 



CENTRAL FAX CENTiR 

JUL 28 m 



^1 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT DATED JUNE 28. 2004 



MaiJ Stop AmencUnenl 
Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA. 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Ally. Dkt. No,: 2224-00300 
CIt.Ref.No.: 24842-0012 
Date: July 28, 2004 



This paper is filed in response to the Office Action dated June 28, 2004. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 2 of this paper. 
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REMARKS 

In the Office Action the Examiner issued & requirement for reslriction. The Examiner 
requires an election of species and found that there are no generic claims. The Examiner requires 
election of one fishing rod holder, identified as Species I-V, one fishing rod handle, identified as 
Species A-C. and one Fishing rod, identified as Species 1-3. 

In response, the Applicant elects Species I, and 2, coiresponding to Figures 1, 2, and 5, as 
well as item 24b of Figure 7 and item 20b of Figure 8. The Applicant traverses the finding that there 
is no generic claim and assens that at least claim 1 is generic. 
Claims Corresponding to Elected Species 

The Applicant elects the fishing rod holder of Species I as reflected in Figures I, 2, and 5. 
Further, the Applicant elects the fishing rod handle of Species B as reflected in item 24b of Figure 7. 
Still further* the Applicant elects the fishing rod of Species 2 as reflected in item 20b of Figure 8- 
The Applicant also contends tha.t Species in (no. t2a of Figure 6) encompasses components identical 
to those of Species II in Figures 3 and 4. Similarly, Species IV (no, 12b of Figure 6) encompasses 
components identical to those of Species I in Figures 1, 2, and 5. 

Claims 1-21 and 23-24 are readable on the combination of Species I, B, and 2. Thus, of the 
pending claims^ only claim 22 includes limilations not found in Species I/B/2. 
Generic Claims 

As stated in MPEP 806.04(d), *'a generic claim should include no material element additional 
to those recited in the species claims, and must comprehend within its confines the organization 
covered in each of the species." Thus, a generic claim cannot include limitations not present in each 
of the species claims. The present application has only one independent claijii, claim 1. By 
definition^ each of the remaining claims (2-24) includes all of the limitations found in claim 1. 
Further, the limitations found in claim 1 are found in each of the species identified by the Examiner, 
Therefore, claim 1 should be considered a generic claim. 
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